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HIZ still in hearts
of former students
by J.M. ADKISON
sports editor
Every fall semester, a group
of Harding students travels
to th e distant country of
Zambia not simply to expand
its horizons or learn about a
different culture, but to forge
relationships with th~ Zambian
people and help those in need.
And just because these
students are back on Harding's campus does not mean
they have quit helping their
faraway fi-iends.
On Saturday, March 25,
the Harding in Zambia (HIZ)
students from fall 2010 will be
hosting a concert at the Underground coffeehouse to benefit
their fi-iends in Zambia. It has
now become tradition for the
returning HIZ students to host
an event in the spring to raise
money and awareness for the
numerous outreach programs
the students work with while
overseas. These students who
return from Zambia with a
passion to still help those in
need in Zambia join the organization ofpast HIZ students
known as Hearts After HIZ.
"Every spring the old [HIZJ
group passes on [the responsibility to create an event] to

We want
to show
others how
experiencing a
different culture
will change your
life.
-Zachary
Daggett
former HIZ
student
the returning group," junior
Sammi Clem said Clem went to
Zambia in the fall of2009 and
organized a photography gala
photo by KYLIE AKINS I The Bison
last spring in the Administra- Sophomore Kristin Hall and junior Katie Fouch sew crafts for the HIZ benefit concert on March 26.
tion building with the help of
her fellow HIZ 2009 students. of January and are hoping to last fall, said the group will also
But the event is about much and church outreaches every
be selling handbags, wallets, more than money.
But now it is the HIZ2010 draw in a big crowd.
weekend or go visit the hospital
"The concert will consist headbands and friendship
"We want to show others every Tuesday or Thursday. ...
students' job to take the reins
ofHearts After HIZ and help of performers from Harding bracelets for the Haven babies. how experiencing a different And when we get back here it
"Everything is going to be culture will change your life, is hard to get back into being
their Zambian friends in their to draw students in, such as
Some Different Animals, made by hand," Gomez said. especially one more impovcrished an American where you are
own way.
Daggett said the money than your own," D aggett said. busy all the time. This is from
"The purpose ofthis concert Christian Yoder, Amber Roe,
made
by sales and donations
"This is very important to us who have been there and
The
Jonesboro
Boys
and
Josh
and
is to raise awareness for the need
in Zambia and show Zambia Caesar," D aggett said.'We will will be donated to the Havens, us," Gomez said. "This helps just got back We want to still
through the way we saw it," also be selling V-neck T -shirts, a home for infants in need of us cope with the transition help them."
junior Zachary Daggett said. artwork and photographs we care their families cannot give, between here and there, and
Students will be able start
and for Eric's House, which honestly, we did a lot of work buying items at 6 p.m. and the
Daggett said he and other HIZ took while in Zambia."
Junior Rose Gomez, who is an outreach program for over there, hanging out with concerts will begin later in the
2010 students began preparstudents, going to the clinic, evening, ending at 10 p.m.
ing for the concert at the end went to Zambia with Daggett homeless boys.

HU to host music
festival for Heifer

4. 7 magnitude
quake rocks
Arkansas

by SARAH KYLE
editor in chief
by STACY HALL
student writer

Annual disaster drill to focus on
earthquake awareness, safety
by SARAH KYLE
editor in chief
On Sunday, Feb. 27, a
4. 7 magnitude earthquake
originating from Greenbrier,
Ark., became the largest to
hit Arkansas in 35 years. The
quake was one of more than
800 quakes originating from
the Guy-Greenbrier area
(approximately 40 miles
north of Little Rock) since
September.
Senior Blake Riggle said
he was at a friend's house
in Conway watching the
O scars when the earthquake
hit, shaking the building for
about three seconds .
"Nothing fell off of the
walls, but since it was my first
time in an earthquake, I was
pretty freaked out," Riggle
said. "After the quake was
over it felt like the apartment
was swaying. It was easily

one of the more interesting
natural happenings I have
ever been in."
Harding science professor
David Cole said that while
some have pointed to the
area's frequent oil drilling
as a cause, direct causation
is impossible to prove.
"There are a lot of faults
in this area; most are not
very large and are bu ried
beneath the surface," Cole
said. "Some think that deep
well injection of waste may
be lubricating the faults and
allowing them to slip more
readily. I believe there is an
on-going project examining
that possibility, but the
res ults are not ready yet."
Cole said a similar earthquake "swarm" has hit E nola,
Ark., since early 1982.
"As with the current swarm
in the Guy area, most were
small earthquakes,''Cole said.
"To my knowledge, no cor-

Information gat hered from the

U.S. Geologica l Survey: www.usgs.gov
relation has been established
with the Enola swarm and
any human activity."
In an earthquake, seismic
waves or vibrations are sent
from the origin, or epicenter,
of the quake.
"When t he wave p asses
through the ground beneath
us, that is what we feel and
interpret as coming from
an earthquake," Cole said.
"It is analogous to, but not
exactly like, being in a boat
w h en a wave in the water
passes under the boat."
In light of recent seismic
activity surrounding the
New Madrid Fault, which
runs through portions of

Missouri, T e nnessee and
Arkansas, Director of
Public Safety Craig Rus sell said th at the University
Emergency Management
Committee h ad decided
before Sunday's quake to
give the university's annual
disaster drill an earthquake
scenario.
While most experts do not
believe the fault will generate a dangerous quake after
the recent tremors, Russell
said the disaster drill will
be an important face t of
familiarizing students with
earthquake safety procedures
in future seismic activity.
-SEE QUAKES PG. 2A

HU defends choice to block website
by SARAH KYLE
editor in chief
In chapel Thursday morning, President
David B. Burks d efended Harding
University's decision to censor an
underground student website, citing his
personal feelings and a formal statement
by the university.
Harding came under scrutiny by several
blogs and social media sites W ednesday
afternoon after deciding to block the
website, HUQyeerPress.com.
The e-zine, which was also distributed
to several students in the dormitories
in the form of a pamphlet, detailed the
anonymous experiences ofgay and lesbian
students at Harding.
HUOlieerPress.com was blocked at
about 4 p.m. W ednesday afternoon. The
•.JI

Sexual immorality in any form will result in
suspension from the university.
-Harding University Student Handbook, pg. 11
site included testimonials from current
and former students, some of which
included explicit sexual detail and offensive language.
In his speech Thursday morning, Burks
reminded students that sexual immorality of any kind, whether heterosexual or
homosexual, was prohibited at Harding,
citing pg.11 of the Harding University
Student Handbook.
"Harding University holds to the
biblical principle that sexual relationships are unacceptable to God outside
the context of marriage," Burks quoted.
"Sexual immorality in any form will

result in suspension from the university."
In spite ofthe university's regulations,
several students, former students and
the national L G BT community have
protested th e actions, declaring them
unconstitutional.
On W ednesday afternoon, shortly
after Harding blocked the site due to
"objectionable material," a petition was
posted on Change.org to "Tell Harding
University: Don't Silence LGBT Students."
By Thursday morning, the site had
more than 200 signatures from Harding
students and LGBT advocates.
-SEE WEBSITE PG. 2A

Harding University will
host the inaugural First Thaw
Music Festival April 1 and 2,
combining music, art and a
whole lot of animals to make
what planners are calling the
"Lollapalooza of Harding."
The eventwill benefit Heifer
International, a nonprofit based
out of Little Rock that works
with international communities
to end hunger by donating
livestock to families in need.
Corey McEntyre, director
of Campus Life, said he has
admired Heifer's commitment
to sustaining agricultural
growth in communities.
When looking for a cause
First Thaw could benefit,
M cEntyre said Heifer was
first on the list.
"I want to put our name
behind organizations that
are doing good," McEntyre
said. "Places that are actually
serving needs."
Festival coordinator senior
Alan Elrod said First Thaw
is meant to embody th e
"reciprocal nature of musical
experience."
"We want something that
works as an exchange - of
ideas, ofgifts, ofgoods," Elrod
said. "We want to share what
Heifer is doing with people.
We want people to contribute
time and resources to such a
worthy cause. We want artists to leave aspiring students
inspired and to be inspired by
the zeal and goodwill they
encounter."
Headlining the festival
is The Avett Brothers, a
North Carolina-based band
that appeared on this year's
Grammy's with Bob Dylan
and Mumford and Sons.
McEntyre said the event
is one-of-a-kind, as the band
no longer performs on college
campuses due to increasing
popularity.
Other bands include
Langhorne Slim, Green River

I feel as though
Harding wants
something epic.
-Corey
McEntyre
director of
campus life
Ordinance, Andy D avis, The
Non-Commissioned Officers,
The Sherrifs ofNottingham,
The Kernal, Cheyenne and
Priscilla Medders, and Some
Different Animals.
"Some ofthe bands complement each other, some don't,"
McEntyre said. "We want to
hit a wide variety of musical
styles while bringing artists
that support our cause."
With the bands showcased
in the Rhodes Field House,
art, food, games and a Heifer
village will overtake "Vendor
City," also known as the Benson
parking lot, McEntyre said.
"Be ready to hurl pies at
yotir professors or dunk them
into a huge tank,"McEntyre
said. "Also for$2 each, we will
have a Harding appropriate
kissing booth."
McEntyre said the event has
been advertised to campuses
all over Arkansas, including
University of Central Arkansas,
Hendrix University, Arkansas
State University and Arkansas
Tech University.
A ll things considered,
McEntyre said he feels First
Thaw will encompass the
ultimate Harding experience.
"I feel as though Harding wants something epic,"
McEntyre said. "Well, here
it is, put together right here
on campus. This is the weekend event you've waited for
during your whole Harding
experience."
T ick e t s went on sal e
M onday, Feb. 21, with more
than 700 sold in the first hour.
Student weekend passes are
$35 or $10 with the Pass;
public weekend passes are
$50 and can be purchased at
www.hardingcabtickets.com.
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Professor's military history revisited
Elrod reunited with Cold War plane after 30 years
by SARAH KYLE

editor-in-chief
When professor Mark Elrod stepped out
of the bus Thursday afternoon, he stood by
an old friend. The P-3C Orion airplane had
not changed much since 1980.
Last week, Elrod, a Harding political science professor and Navy veteran, was selected
by Dean of International Programs Jeffrey
Hopper to represent Harding University on
a community relations tour of the Luke and
Davis-Monthan Air Force Bases in Glendale
and Tucson, Ariz., sponsored by the Little
Rock Air Force Base.
The bus tour, which began at LRAFB,
included a briefing from the Luke Air Force
Base general about the base's international
training program, in which American pilots
train international pilots and aircrews from
other countries, like Taiwan.
Elrod said the LRAFB has also been
heavily involved in international training and
hopes to head up training for a new C-130J
model, expanding its program.
After meeting with Cynde Maddox,
LRAFB community relations, Elrod said
he hopes to be able to take students to tour
the facility and talk with the international
pilots about their experiences.
"This would help [the international

pilots] get more integrated by being with
students in the largest private university in
Arkansas," Elrod said.
The most memorable part of his experience, however, was the ability to see and
stand next to a plane he spent countless
hours on during his time in the Navy: the
P-3C Orion.
"There are probably about 100 models of
my plane, the P-3C Orion, and the very first
one we saw when I pulled into the facility
was the plane that I flew on. And it's the
display model that everybody gets to see
when they go to the base," Elrod said. "I
didn't necessarily get chills, but it gave me a
great sense of pride to say, 'There's my plane.'
I sat on that plane, next to the No. 3 engine."
Elrod came upon the plane at the Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Center,
nicknamed the "bone yard." The AMARC
is home to 4,200 retired military weapons,
many of which were intended for use in
the Cold War.
"Just to see this facility full of aircraft that
never had to be used during the Cold War
for their mission, which was to destroy the
Soviet Union, and are now retired and out
of service, makes me glad these weapons
never had to be used," Elrod said. "I'm glad
they're retired, including my plane."
At the AMARC facility, planes are also

photo courtesy of MARK ELROD

Harding professor and Navy veteran Mark Elrod stands with a plane he
once flew, now ret ired at the Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Center in Arizona, during a community relations tour last week.
refitted, sold and used for spare parts, putting ous visitors. After all, it was the oldest in
money back into the U.S. general budget.
his squadron, the "Gray Lady."
"For every $1 that's spent to maintain
"It was the one that needed the most
this facility, the government gets back $22 maintenance, but it was also the one that
in revenue," Elrod said. "It's kind oflike an got retired first. I'm proud of that," Elrod
airplane yard sale. We're not selling them for said. "Now it's out there for people to see:
what we originally paid, but we're getting This is the P-3C Orion. The one Mark
Elrod flew on. I would have never gotten
something back."
Elrod said he is proud to see his plane to see that if Jeff Hopper hadn't given me
representing history to AMARC's numer- the opportunity."

Professor, students contribute to traffic safety software
by GABRIELLE

PRUITT
student writer
The blue lights show up in
the rearview mirror, the siren
wails, and the tension sets in
with the frantic scrambling to
find paperwork. Being pulled
over by a police officer is not
most people's favorite experience, but Dr. Dana Steil has
been doing research to help
the policemen's process go
much smoother.
Steil, ofHarding's computer
science department, recently
earned his Ph.D. from the University ofAlabama, conducting
his dissertation research on the
use ofpolice patrol routing to
target crash "hot spots,"involving identification ofsegments
of highway that have a high
frequency of crashes.

Steil then worked to create
complimentary patrol coverage that was not just with
individual officers to cover
each "hot spot."By utilizing a
small programming language
that he helped develop, the
program would help define
police patrol routes and then
evaluate the actions that take
place along those routes for
patrol flexibility. He worked
closely with the Center for
Advanced Public Safety at the
University ofAlabama to assist
in the implementation of a
completely paperless electronic
crash reporting system.
Returning to Harding, Steil
brought this research with
him and continued working
on the program full time with
six students in the computer
science department.Theywrote
software for police officers
and administrative Ioffices

QUAKES: Recent local
seismic activity explored
CONTINUED FROM
PG. 1A
"From what I have read
and heard, additional earthquakes are certainly possible,
but predicting when the
next earthquake will come
or how powerful it will be
is not possible," Russell said.
"Because of this, we concentrate on what to do during
and immediately following
an e.arthquake."
Safety tips include staying inside a building until
sh aking stop s, dropping
to the ground and taking
cover under a desk, table or
interior doorway to protect
one's body from falling debris

l ll

and staying away from glass,
windows, outside doors and
walls, and falling debris.
According to the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency, a majority of
earthquake-related injuries
happen when people try to
move within a building or
leave a building while the
ground is still shaking.
M ore safety tips can be
found at www.fema.gov/
hazard/ earthquake.
Russell said Harding
has detailed plans for safety
administration should an
earthquake or other natural
disaster hit. The earthquake
disaster drill is scheduled for
the end of March.

IL-link

of the courts for a variety of
purposes: background checks
for people whom the officers
pull over, traffic safety analysis
and crash data analysis.This is
where the term HUB-CAPS
came from - Harding University Branch of the Center
for Advanced Public Safety.
Steil and his group have
written software that shares
data between agencies and court
systems as well as software that
officers use to write citations
and complete crash forms
electronically. T his is done
through a Web portal called
Law Enforcement Tactical
System (developed by CAPS)
leading to the state database.
Steil's team is in charge
of the major data collection
and tools for data analysis
through programs like Mobile
Officer Virtual Environment
(also developed by CAPS).

This helped officers examine
specific aspects of citations,
looking at genders, frequencies along certain highways,
trends for when traffic crashes
occur and categories of citations, for example, DUI and
speeding. The same analysis
can be conducted for crashes,
crime reports, overweight
trucks or other type.s of law
enforcement and highway
safety issues. A lot ofthe work
done incorporates Geographic
Information Systems. Steil
and his team plotted events
on maps and looked for spatial
and geographical trends as to
where instances occur.
Students work for Steil 20
hours each week, assisting in
the development ofthis project
One student, senior computer
science major Paul Sherrod,
designs and builds various
tools for use by the Alabama

Department of Public Safety
and other government agencies.
Such tools he creates include
the heat maps showing the
distribution of citations given
across the state and the Web
services.
"The work has been very
interesting and challenging,"
Sherrod said. "[It] has been
great experience for what work
will be like once we graduate."
Weston Castleberg helps
as a CAPS programmer; he
described his tasks as building
and maintaining Web services
and Web portals needed to
access the databases.
"I create databases and
convert them into formats
usable by our analysis engine,"
Castleberg said.
Of the wide variety of
computer science research,
Steil said he preferred doing
software development and

WEBSITE: Burks shares rationale for blocking e-zine
CONTINUED FROM PG.1A
Senior political science major Sarah
Everett, who signed the petition Wednesday night, said censoring the site prevents
discussion about how Christians should
view same-sex attraction.
"Christ listened to the marginalized, the
outcast, and had nothing but compassion
for them," Everett said. "The writers of
this publication don't feel safe speaking
their minds and hearts publicly. This is a
failure of the institution."
Section 12, pg.36, ofthe Student Handbook, states that any literature displayed
or distributed on university-controlled
property must be approved by the Office
of Student Life, cannot be libelous or
obscene and must state the name of the
sponsoring organization.
Burks said it is important for students
to know that the site was blocked due to
its violation of Harding's handbook and
purpose.
"I think it is important for you to
know that we are not trying to control
your thinking on this," Burks said. "But it
was important for us to block the website

because of what it says about Harding,
who we are and what we believe."
Burks added that he also found the
site objectionable.
"I personally found the website to be
offensive and degrading," Burks said. "I
won't even publicly speak the web address,
not because I think I can keep it from you,
but because the address itself is offensive
to me. While the postings appear to be
sincere and heartfelt, several were vulgar
and profane by anyone's standards, and the
rhetoric is often very extreme."
Sophomore social work major Mindy
Gross heard about the situation on Twitter Wednesday afternoon. Gross said that
while Harding had justification to block
the site according to the handbook, the
message detailing the censoring was not
clear, leaving the university's intentions
unknown.
'
''Ifyou're accessing the Internet through
Harding's network, they control it," Gross
said. "I just feel they didn't go about it in
the best manner. The way that they did it
left their intentions ambiguous. If they
did it to follow through with the Hard-

ing handbook, that's legitimate; from an
outsider's point ofview, it could be seen as
censoring them because they disagreed."
Sophomore broadcastjournalism major
Grant Harris said he believed Harding
was completely justified in censoring the
website and that he supported Burks' announcement.
"He showed that the handbook was
not biased toward orientation, gave Biblical reasons for why homosexuality is an
issue and presented things in a dignified
manner,"Harris said."He has the rules on
his side. No one should be surprised that
Harding has a problem with this stuff. I
think it was fully within their rights as a
private university."
Burks concluded his address by citing
his biblical views on the matter, responding
to the website's use ofscriptural context to
support homosexuality.
"I want to reaffirm that I believe that the
Bible teaches that homosexual behavior is
sinful - see Romans 1 and 1 Corinthians
6,"Burks said "What is acceptable and holy
in the sight of God is not detennined by
the societal norms or democratic voting."

Speakers address w elfare, hunger crises

National Geographic visits Beebe: TV 16 reports
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what he described as "getting
tools in people's hands,"which
he knew the CAPS director
in Alabama, Allen Parrish,
would help him do.
With this type ofprogram,
the students learn about
organization and putting
their concepts into action
with Web programming. It
also requires them to work
directly with the Alabama
DPS, sending information
across the network back and
forth within the database in
a live scenario.
Interest among groups such
as Arkansas State Police and
Arkansas Crime Information
Center had grown upon Steil's
return to the state, so he has
begun developing the same
software used for the Alabama
DPS here in hopes to have
it ready for use sometime
this year.
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L

ately, I have learned that masks
don't work. I'm not talking
about something you see
on a Clean & Clear commercial. I
mean the metaphorical ones worn
by so many in life, like the ornate
Venetian masks of Carnevale, used to
transform a person into any character
he or she wishes. The participants
wear a fixed emotion that they see
fit for the world to label them with
for just one day, and no one sees
who they are behind it.
Similarly, I believe that we as
Christians often place oppression on
our own backs that restricts us from
showing negative emotion, forcing us
into our own self-imposed reliance
on facade.We are comfortable in this
constant state ofpretense because it
produces no conviction.
In our striving to show resilience
and overarching peace orjoy in tough
times, we mistakenly shackle our
vulnerability, in turn shutting the
world out of our secret struggles by
placing the smiling jester's mask on
our tired faces . In this dark, solitary
place we begin to believe the lies
whispered in our ears: "You have no
worth in God's kingdom," "You aren't
really loved,""How could God use
you for his glory when you struggle

church will live how it is supposed
to live. By convincing us that we are
useless, he instills fear in our hearts.
God gave each member a place in
his body because he knows that no
one can function as Jes us to the
world all by him- or herself; that
is why he is the head. We function
as individuals serving one another
with what we've been given as our
with _ _?" The longer we cover piece of the puzzle and receive the
our grimaces, the wider the space help from others.
grows between us and the rest of
Every person I know is so differthe world. Eventually, we feel we will ent. Not just in the ways we act and
damage our image, or even worse, the speak, the food and music we like,
image of Christ, by letting someone or what we think is beautiful, but in
else in. These great internal chasms the ways that we take in and process
weaken the Body.
the world. It is finally occurring to
The truth is that we are relational me that what I do matters not only
beings.The Trinity in and of itself is in my own life, but in the lives of
a relationship, and we are modeled those around me. The people I love
after the living God.When we permit are affected directly, both negatively
another to see where we struggle in and positively, by me. I matter in
our imperfection, we allow light to people's lives. This may sound like
shine on our darkness.Truth comes a very rudimentary truth, but for
to the surface, which gives our friend some reason it hadn't really sunk in.
permission to show his or her weakI can see how people have posiness as well. When this happens, we tively affected my life, but I've not
realize that we aren't alone and what recognized that I am one of the
freedom there is without the mask. tools in God's handiwork. I can be
The enemy knows that when used to the betterment of others,
we realize what we've been made ultimately bringing him glory. This
for and allow Jesus to refine it, the is what I've been created for. That

Guest

, Space

katie swann
gabrielle pruitt
heidi tabor

whitney dixon
corey mcentyre
stacy hall
jessica boyd

At the Bison, it is our goal
to serve the Harding University student body with
integrity, truth and open
ears. However,·we believe
that meeting that goal is
a two-way street between
our staff and the public it
serves.
We pledge to keep our
eyes and ears open to
what our community has
to say and hope that, in
return, that community
will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories
with us. We also pledge
to do the basics: report
accurate and relevant
information, check our
facts, and share them in
a professional, integrable
manner.
If you have any story ideas,
questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please
e-mail Sarah Kyle, the editor in
chief, at skyle@harding.edu .
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is
published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 18 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage
paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to The Bison, Harding
University 11192, SEARCY AR

72149-0001"

MONIQUE JACQUES is
a guest contributor for
the Bison. She may be
contacted at
mjacques@harding.edu

Identity Crisis

jeff morgan
monique jacques

is crazy, and that is why the body
analogy rocks my world.
God is the head; nothing at all can
function without the brain telling it
to do so. If the liver tried to work as
the lung, the body would die. The
work we do is not of ourselves; it is
the power of Christ in us. When
we recognize our purpose, it can be
honed in on and refined so much,
ultimately edifying the complete
Body. I have a place, and reader, so
do you. It affects God's Kingdom,
his Body, for the better of the whole,
and it isn't you who does it, though.
Praise him that we get to participate
In the end, there aren't many of
us who are truly as together as we
seem. Let us not fear allowing Jesus
to remove the facade that hides
who we truly are, because when we
do grasp the courage, the person
he has purposefully created for his
glory comes out and gives others
permission to do the same.

!

think many ofus are suffering from an identity
crisis. The dilemma is that so many don't even
realize there is a problem.
Many features make up a person's identity,
or so we tend to think. But what is it that really
creates a sense of self?
It seems that we have not only our perception of
ourselves, but also a particular way we want others
to perceive us, and we do our best to shape the
perception others have ofus, whether consciously
or unconsciously.
Take a moment and think about how you see
yourself and how you portray yourself to others.
W hat do you find yourself wanting others to
know about you?
Maybe it is the music you listen to or the
concerts you attend. Or maybe you are always on
the lookout for the next fashion trend to impress
your friends. Maybe you work hard to create just
the right persona through the tweets you tweet,
the Facebook statuses you post and the blog posts
you write.
Maybe your identity is wrapped up in your
major. What you study defines who you are, and
the career you are preparing for will one day define
you as well.
Or maybe it's that jersey you're sporting as
you read this article. Are you wearing it loud and
proud? Is it that association with a particular group

whitney dixon

Guest

Spac~

aspects of life. But the truth is that those things
don't matter in the long run. We are part of a larger
community. But more importantly, we're a part of
the body of Christ.
Christ calls us to give of ourselves. Even he,
the Creator of the universe, humbled himsel£
Philippians 2:7-8 says that he "emptied himself,
taking the form of a bondservant, and being made
in the likeness of men . ... H e humbled himself
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross."
Jesus did not revel in his personal identity, but
instead poured himself out in service to others.
Ifthe Son of God didn't strive to present himself
in just the right way, why should we? H e was
confident in the Father, and thus was able to serve
others out oflove rather than focusing on himsel£
So why should we be so concerned about what
others think, when instead we can be confident
of who we are in Christ, and use our energies to
glorify H im in all we do?
The seasons ofour lives come and go, and many
of the things that are important to us today will
slowly fade away. Will you choose to root your
identity in the one thing that will last forever?
W here does your identity lie?

of people that gives you value?
Perhaps it's the significant other on your arm
that makes you who you are. The fact that that
particular person chose you gives you your worth.
Do these examples seem superficial to you? I
hope that they do. But then again, I've fallen into
these traps myself - more times than I would
care to admit. Maybe you find yourself in one of
these traps right now.
The thing we need to realize is that all ofthese
parts of our lives will fade. Ifthese things are the
foundation that your identity as a person is built
on, what are you going to do when they are gone?
When your grandkids make fun of your music,
when your sweetheart is no longer as attractive as
he or she once was, when you are retired and can
no longer do all the things vou once loved -what
will your life mean?
WHITNEY DIXON is a guest
The problem with the search for identity is that contributor for the Bison. She may be
it tends to be self-focused with regard to trivial contacted at wdixon@harding.edu

The Burksy's: A Truckload of Class

N

nxiousness, excitement, jelly
egs, sweaty palms, spaghettieavy stomach, gut check in
the mirror ... Sorry, I was describing
the opening scene of Eminem's "8
Mile."That's not really important
right now because we are here to talk
about the Burksy's. See, the Burksy's
are a unique variety of CAB events.
A little music, a little comedy, a little
theatrics and a truckload of class.
This year Nate White has signed
on to help us usher in a new breed of
talent/variety/music show that carries
the Burksy's into the stratosphere. I
want to break the show down for you.
Imagine you are big game hunting
in the jungle of Brazil. You come
upon a creature that is part Death
Eater, part unicorn and 100 percent
gold. Instead of taking the shot and
potentially hanging it on your wall,
you capture and present it to only
the most worthy of recipients. That's
what we have with the Burksy's. The
winners of this years Burksy's will
forever be remembered as the best
and brightest on Harding's campus
or just be really confused as to how
and why they won this award.
This year's format is interesting. We

Imagine you are
big game hunting
in Brazil. You come
upon a creature
that is part Death
Eater, part unicorn
normally have talent that performs live
at the event. For the past month this
year's talent nominees (which are all
bands) have been shooting their very
own music video, which will premiere
live at the Burksy's. Throughout the
show videos will play and then a live
vote will occur, similar to last year's,
with a text to vote. Which is also
similar to Dr. Jim Miller and Dr.
Keith Crook's social media chapel.
The winner gets a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to perform live at the
Underground Coffeehouse. Free
press, free drinks, free video, maybe
a free cookie or two. Harding kids
love free stuff, right?
An extra for the night isn't something we are providing but a request
for all of those who are attending.
Dress to impress. Like I said, this

and 100 percent
gold ... That's what
we have with the
Burksy's.
show has a truckload of class. Ifyou
don't have a tux, get one. Ifyou can't
get one, make one. If you're not a
seamstress, well... go to Goodwill
and find something real nice.
Tomorrow night at 8 p.m. begins the best flight of your life. The
place that change will occur? The
Administration Auditorium. D o
you want to miss this? Absoliitely
not. There comes a point in every
college student's life where you have
to make the conscious decision to
be actively engaged in great things

"

going on around you. Hopefully, we
can provide that for you through the
Burksy's.All ofyour friends are going
to be there, and some that you have
no clue who they are but you will
forever remember how ridiculous
that one night was.
Hopefully by now you've checked
out the Link and have started voting for your favorite professor or
the most awkward freshman. Ifyou
haven't yet, do it! Those votes won't
cast themselves!
I want to take this time to thank
a few people for their work on the
Burksy's. Logan Light, Grant Dillion,
Jess Ardrey, Nate White,Jeremy Hall,
Tiffany Jones, Bob Ritchie, Mark
Prior,Jack Shock, LaRell Reynolds.
This show wouldn't be anything
without all of you, and I thank you
from the bottom of my heart for
taking this crazy idea and making it
into something so beautiful.

COREY MCENTYRE is
a guest contributor for
the Bison. He may be
contacted at
cmcentyr@harding.edu
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You Tube
e clock in the corner ofyour
creen displays an ungodly
our in the morning. You
have more work to do than my good
To get m-y own v
S'uµr<t vldeoai of catt.e,
To watch my favllrlte
26 voters
tnto the- tJortd,
friend Will Reno on Twitter during
mustc videos a.net trait&!'$.
1-8%
46.4%
3 vole!'$
26 voters
1#'
the Oscars.The coffee-to-blood ratio
54%
46.4%
in your system is unsettling. You could
not be more focused on the different
phases of the bio-whatsits in your
science something notes.
Stats taken from the Link - Wednesday, March 2
Number of Voters: 56
300p
0:00/ 3:44
Your roommate and suitemate come
barreling in, who have no reason for
being awake except for fun. (Er ...
Fun? Can you use it in a sentence?)
You tryyour hardest to ignore them
and hope they'll get the hint when
you put in your headphones and turn
up your angsty determination music.
Of course they don't, but in between Linkin Park songs, you hear
your suitemate say, "Stay on yo' si'de!
'
Don't try tuh hit me! See I'm tryin'
a put on my lipstick!"
You also hear your roommate
question the reference with a confused tone.
You tear offyour headphones, spin
around and stare at your roommate
I did not inspect my attitude
f this comes across as the
incredulously.
I didn't realize
ryan hicks
toward these classes, my ideas
disjointed
stream
of
conscious"You. Haven't seen. That video?!"
about
God were lumped into the
that
I
was
limiting
ness
of
an
overly
introspective
You spin back around, pull up
same
category
as my ideas about
it
is.
It
at
college
kid,
it's
because
YouTube and bask in the glory of
God's power to
grammar or history. So there I
exposing them to some high-quality least started out that way.
was, settled into my complacent
Being a Bible major, I h ave
something that I
comedic culture.
of thought, following a God
way
my
various
thoughts
and
theories
Before you know it, it's two hours
could quantify and
that
I didn't believe did anything.
about
Christianity
that
I
would
later and you're watching SNL Sean
I
started
thinking of alternatives
love
to
shoot
all
over
the
place
understand. I am
Connery Jeopardy skits.
into ministry. I think I
to
going
with
my
figurative
righteous
baThat, bros and bettys, is the magic
not
sure
what
crack
Every
argument
I
have
heard
about
landed
on
trucker/street performer.
zooka,
but
I
try
to
keep
my
more
of the YouTube.
these
things
is
redundant,
and
I
At
this
point
I started to realize
abrasive
theories
to
myself
so
as
in
my
theology
It is a source of knowledge when
just
how
I
had
been stiff-arming
would
not
waste
your
time.
I
am
to
not
offend
or
disturb
the
unity
you need to know extremely important
Satan slipped this
God's attempts to be involved in
things. For example, sometimes a of the body and all that jazz. I , speaking about an idea that had
my life. I also began looking at
lie through, but it
friend will send you an origami Mil- however, cannot keep this theory exploded on my mind and lodged
how little prayer was involved
its
propaganda-laced
shrapnel
lennium Falcon in the mail, calling to myself and maintain my own
had
found
its
way
in
in
my life. Prayer h as elevated
into
my
thoughts.
you his Padawan, and you have to sanity any longer.
my
relationship with God to a
This
terrible
idea
is
that
God
For
a
while,
I
didn't
think
that
show him who the real Jedi master
nonetheless.
level
of trust that I never knew
is
nothing
more
than
an
impoI
believed
God
could
do
much
is by making an origami Yoda. Four
of anything. I had concentrated tent old man. I wouldn't have God's power to something that existed before. God will open
hours well spent.
But sometimes its powers are my concept of the omnipotent, ever said that in so many words, I could quantify and understand. up your world through prayer if
used for good. Many a time have I omniscient, omni-present Creator but my total unreliance on God I am not sure what crack in my you let him.
I'm not creative enough to come
seen a friend post a YouTube video of the universe to nothing more spoke volumes. Because I took a theology Satan slipped this lie
to
my
relation
through,
but
it
had
found
its
way
passive
approach
up
with a story to synthesize my
than
pulp-free
scholarly
classes
on someone's Facebook wall just to
in
nonetheless
.
with
God,
I
was
starting
to
ship
spiritual
a
30-minute
devo,
which
I
growth throughout that
and
make him or her feel better. That
Bible
classes
only
made
M
y
believe
that
h
e
didn't
really
do
experience,
but I'm sure it would
through
every
day.
slept
video often features a spunky little
My
thoughts
about
things
worse.
anything
anymore.
I
read
about
take
place
on
a beach and involve
I
should
clarify
what
I
am
talkgirl with blond ringlets (aptly named
God
were
starting
to
be
pushed
a
God
who
laid
the
foundations
the
appropriate
amount of sand
ing
about
regarding
this
scholarly
Jessica) giving her reflection the pep
into
the
mundane
by
all
of
my
class
dollars
and
footprints
in the sand.
of
the
earth,
who
parted
a
sea
and
to
God.
I
am
not
attackapproach
talk ofthe century, inches away from
ing the pursuit of understanding who made a donkey speak. But work. I'm not saying that Bible
the mirror.
On the other end ofthe fun scale Greek and informed criticism of for some reason when it came classes are a bad thing. I am saying
are YouTube pranks. These include the Bible. I do not mean to attack to taking the everyday burdens that there is something awkward
RYAN HICKS is a guest
getting Rick Roll'd, where a video is the way in which Harding teaches and stresses in my life to God, about them. They are a painfully
contributor
for the Bison.
of
something
that
academic
study
I
assumed
that
God
does
not
the
Bible.
I
do
not
mean
to
give
not what it says it is, accompanied
exists
on
a
supernatural
plane.
They
contacted
at
He
may
be
work
in
these
li
ttle
details.
I
another
worn
out
speech
against
with a sparkling rendition of"Never
my required attendance of ch apel. didn't realize that I was limiting are what t h ey are, and because thicks 1@harding.edu
Gonna Give You Up."
Personally, I prefer to tell friends
they need to see this funny video
ofsuch-and-such and instead send
them to the Russian Trololo singer,
whose voice is smooth and heavenly
like buttered angels. Trust me.
You can literally find anything
you're looking for on YouTube, inconstantly joshing me about the fact that I'm
id I tell you about the time my father
cluding friends. Yes, I have seen that
michael claxton
not as thin as I once was. Last year he was
rolled my bedroom? While I was
episode of"Dateline."Yes,I know the
commenting on this when the phone rang .
asleep in it? I guess I was about 8 or
dangers of online predators.
Without missing a beat, Dad said, "Can you
But I'm talking about pure, 9 years old. I woke up one morning to get
waddle over and get that ?"
and
found
myself
surrounded
ready
for
school
unadulterated community. Take
He's even funny when he doesn't mean to
of
white.
Strands
of
Charmin
were
by
a
sea
the Vlog Brothers. Their YouTube
be.
Last month my sister-in-law took him for
dangling
from
the
lig
ht
fixtures,
wrapped
presence started as a challenge for
a
long
drive one afternoon. After he had been
the
bedposts,
taped
to
the
walls
and
around
two brothers, who live on different
in
the
car for a while, he looked around and
piled
upon
the
floor.
I
could
not
get
out
of
sides ofthe country, to use no textual
saw
no
one else there but the two of them.
bed
without
breaking
this
two-ply
cage
my
conversation for a year, uploading
So h e asked, "Does my wife know about us?"
fath er had created. To this day I have no
videos every weekday.
Even aft er a heart attack and devastating
I learned from the master
Five years later and they've accu- idea how I slept through his redecorating,
and
on
top
of
that,
he
TP'd
my
sister's
room
stroke
two weeks ago, h e h ad u s laughing.
mulated over 120 million views and
of
"not
what
it
seems"
gift
the
same
night.
Beth
and
I
though
t
it
was
One
morning
he woke up in the hospital
a fictional land called Nerdfighteria,
and
looked
at
me.
I had been up most of the
hilarious.
Mom
made
h
im
b
ag
up
the
toilet
giving, my dad. I can't tell
wherein they and their viewers battle
night, and he said, "Is that the w ay you're
paper and use it.
world suck on a very real level.
you how many times we've gonna look from now on?"
I wish every child could have a father who
Probably the most fun part of the
The late comedian Red Skelton used to
Tube is uploading your own videos. has a streak of mischief. For two years in a
had to dig through the Glad
close his show by saying what a joy it was to
Now, I may or may not have uploaded row now, I h ave almost tricked my nephew
trash bags on Christmas
try to make people laugh. H e would say, "If
a lot of stupid videos lip-synching into throwing away his C hristmas present.
perhaps
some day you're not feeling well, and
Each
year
he's
asked
for
a
video
gam
e
that
with my RA freshman year. And I
morning because Dad
you
remember
some silly little thing that I've
about
$50.
In
2009,
I
hid
it
in
a
falsecosts
may or may not have done a song
said,
"You
didn't
find
all
the
said
or
done,
and
it brings a smile to your face
bottomed
box
that
contained
a
pair
of
socks
on
about chapel. And Nate Copeland
and
a
chuckle
to
your
heart, then my purpose
top.
H
e
opened
the
present,
said,
"Seriously?"
may or may not be a fan.
money."
as
your
clown
h
as
been
fulfilled. "
and
tossed
the
box
aside.
Last
year
I
created
Either way, it's a good way to see
Since
I
tell
my
students
to document their
a
gift
bag
with
a
false
side.
His
game
w
as
and be seen.Ifyou're not a YouTuber,
behind the hidden panel, and I put a h eavy he often volunteered to print programs for sources, this is my Works Cited : If you've had
you'll soon find out what I mean.
our high school plays and other functions. a smile at any of my columns during the last
We all find what we want on the package of his favorite candy in the rest of
Every year we h ad an academic award night, five years, Dad deserves a lot of the credit. A
the
sack
so
that
he
wouldn't
notice
the
extra
Tube, be it a heartwarming story of a
and he printed the materials for that as well. whimsical sense of humor is one of his many
weight.
Punked
again.
bus driver's birthday or the hilarity of
Ingenious, you say? Well, I can't really take The program always listed all of the students gifts to his children, and I'm happy just to
a pseudo-reporter at a Lakers parade.
the
credit since I learned from the master of who were receiving awards, so one year my pass along some of the fun. Thank you to the
Just make sure your checklist in"not
what it seems" gift giving, my dad. I can't fath er printed 10 extra copies that had my Bison staff and to the Harding community
cludes a zombie-faced boy at a carnival
name in red. Then he handed me one as a for your kind thoughts for my dad. H e faces
with an affinity for a certain reptile. t ell you how many times we've had to dig
"sample."
My face turned the same shade as difficult days ahead, but I'm sure h e'll meet
through the G lad trash bags on C hristmas
the
ink
he
h ad used, since I thought all th e them with a lot of prayer and a dose of wit.
morning b ecause Dad said, "You didn't find
programs
were
that way.
all the money. "
I can't even remember all the funny things
JESS ARDREY serves
T his is the man who drives a block out of
as the opinions editor
the way to park where there's a puddle on the h e's said over t h e years. A s h e h as been
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
for the 2010-2011 Bison.
passenger's side. T his is the man wh o once battling Alzheimer's, I've been amazed that
contributor for the Bison. He may be
his
sense
of
humor
has
remained
intact,
even
made me freak out before a school awards
She may be contacted at
contacted
at mclaxto1@harding.edu
as
other
communication
efforts
have
not.
H
e's
show. A s the owner of a printing company,
jardrey@harding.edu
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"YouTube is awesome because it makes procrastinating even easier by
putting everything I don't have time to sit and laugh at all in one place."
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Despite setback, Bisons still ready to win

While
Warming the
Bench

by SARAH KYLE
editor in chief

Future
Ball
On!'! of the supreme
benefits of being the sports
editor is the guarantee of
entertaining news. Whether
it is Stephen Blake making
another spectacular series of
shots, the track team shattering school records like china
cups at a Skillet concert or
another victory against the
fearsome Delta State, there
is usually something ripe
and ready for storytelling in
the world of Harding sports.
And the wider world of
sports is always brimming
with exciting gamers, indepth player profiles and
controversial commentaries
on our favorite icons. And of
course, we can always depend
on some steroid scandal or
another to keep the headlines
interesting in the offseasons.
So, we are often caught in
a constant question: "What's
next?"
What is the sports world
going to whip up next?
What player will rise out of
backcountry public school
obscurity into the main event
spotlight? What underdog team
will defy all the predictions
and prejudices and take the
fame? And what new sport
is waiting to be conceived?
What new all-American
pastime is waiting to spread
across the country like Bieber
fever to take football's throne
or basketball's energy? What
new sport will dominate our
future?
After all, back in the
days of Queen Vicky and
her prim-n-proper pansies,
they were all about croquet,
badminton and polo. None of
them would have believed such
a barbaric and bloodthirsty
sport as football would become
one of the major aspects of
American culture.
All I can say is, thank
goodness croq uet is not
America's favorite pastime
because the sports section
would be grouped with arts
and crafts.
As for looking to the
future, I cannot wait to see
how technology will make
sports even more exciting.
Just think about the possibilities: tennis matches
played at the speed oflight,
football played with athletes
inside 20-foot-tall robots,
basketball with rocket-powered
Nikes, games oflunar soccer,
fencing with light sabers, the
laser disk event in track and
field, outer space solar wave
surfing, hovercraft NASCAR
and anti-gravity cheerleading.
And who knows, perhaps
Mars will be the team to beat
at the World Cup.

J.M. ADKISON
serves as the sports
editor for the 20102011 Bison. He may
be contacted at
jadkiso1@harding.edu

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I The Bison
Senior forward Kevin Brown fights through
the crowd of Wonder Boys as he leaps for a
layup in the Bisons' game against Arkansas
Tech. The team will be heading to the first
round of the GSC tournament this weekend
against West Georgia tonight in Southaven,
Miss.

Men's golf tees
off strong start
by KYLIE AKINS
news editor
The men's golfteam participated in its first tournament
of the spring semester Feb.
21-22 at Henderson State's
2011 Doyle Wallace Classic.
The team placed seventh
with a two- round total of
623, which is the exact same
score they posted at last year's
Doyle Wallace Classic.
"While it wasn't our best
finish, I know several individuals
had great scores," men's golf
coach Dustin Howell said.
Freshmen Lucas Collins,Jordan Perry and Evan
Greenwood, sophomore
Lewis Jackson and junior
Bruce McMullen made up
Harding 's five- man team,
qualifying for the event during
an intrasquad competition
before the tournament.
Sophomores Blake Chase
and Ryan Hadash and juniors
Dustin Richter and Tyler
Parsons also played in the
tournament for Harding as
individuals.
Jackson scored a personal
career best 4 over 149, placing 15th out of 57 golfers
as Harding's top fini sher.
Collins tied for 22nd at 154,
McMullen tied for 33rd at
157, Perry tied for 45th at
163, and Greenwood t ied
for 52nd at 168.
Team captain Chase tied
as an individual at 16th with
a 5 over 150, scoring an
even-par 72 for the second
round. This was his second
time this season to shoot par
or better, and the third-best
round played by a H arding
golfer this season.
"I struggled a bit the first
round but was able to come
out and play well the next
day," Chase said. "Overall,
it was a good start to the
spring season."
Richter placed 18th at
151, Hadash tied for 3 1st
at 156, and Parsons placed
44th at 161.
Howell said he hopes
the players can continue to
mature as golfers this season
and learn to hold their playing level consistently from

we only had five, and that was
the biggest difference."
But Thursday night's game
bore little resemblance to the
The Bison basketball team team's earlier defeat by the
fell in overtime Thursday night, Wonder Boys, with both teams
Feb. 24, to Arkansas Tech bringing their best to the court.
"Anybody who came to
University, almost erasing the
memory of the 30-point loss the game saw two teams spill
everything they had on the
to the Wonder Boys Jan. 27.
Overcoming a rough first floor," Morgan said. "Our
half and a 19-point lead by young men did an outstanding
Arkansas Tech, the Bisons job just playing their guts out."
Tech took the lead early
took the lead in the second
half, bringing the game to in the game, with a 12-point
overtime, where the Bisons run in the first 10 minutes
cementing their advantage.
were defeated 71-72.
Bison head coach Jeff By the end of the first half,
Morgan said the team made however, the Bisons overcame
a great effort, overcoming 13 Tech's 19-point lead to bring
the score to 25-35.
turnovers in the first half
"I knew that ifwe could just
"We got off to a bad start,
turned it over too much at the get some stops on the defensive
beginning of the game, which end and if we turned the ball
allowed them to get some easy over on offense, we could get
baskets, and we dug ourselves some scores, and that's what we
a big hole,"Morgan said. "But did," Morgan said. "To get it
they did a great job, and they · to 10 was a huge momentum
kept their composure, and they for us."
The Bisons stayed within
kept battling back."
Turnovers were the biggest 10 points ofthe Wonder Boys
concern in playing Arkansas until freshman guard Weston
Jameson brought Harding into
Tech, Morgan said.
"In basketball, Tech forces the lead 10 minutes into the
23 to 24 turnovers a game," second half, 55-54.
Harding maintained the
Morgan said. "We had 13 at
halftime, and I'm thinking, lead for almost all ofregulation
'Here we go again. We're going time, until a jumper byTech's
to have 26.'But the second half Jared Williamson tied the

game, 65-65, with 36 seconds
left on the clock.
A turnover by Harding
guard Stephen Blake brought
the game to overtime.
"We wanted [Stephen] to
initiate the play with about eight
or nine seconds to go because
it was tied up," Morgan said.
"We didn't want them to have
another.chance."
While Morgan said he had
hoped the Bisons would get the
final shot in regulation time
and clinch the game, he said
Blake's efforts kept Harding
in the game.
"We couldn't have thrown
up anything better than what
we did at the end," Morgan
said. "He got a wide-open look,
but we didn't get the chance to
rebound that in. Ifwe had, [it
would have been] ball game.
But the ball went right through
Kirk's [Porter] hands, and he
didn't have a chance to get it
up to the rim."
The Bisons bounced back
from their loss with an 89-70
victory over Henderson State
last Saturday, Feb. 26.
Harding is now in the No.
2 seed from the West Division
in the GSCTournament.The
Bisons will go up against West
Georgia for the first rvund of
the tournament tonight at 7:30
in Southaven, Miss.

Rugby game shatters
bones but not willpower

When it comes
down to the last
few holes, it's
about mentally
holding it
together.
-Dustin Howell
men's golf
head coach
beginning to end.
"Many ofour golfers at this
tournament had great rounds
going up until the last few
holds, and they weren't able
to hold that together and post
a good score," Howell said.
"That's a part of becoming a
good player. In fact, it's one
of the last steps that good
golfers need: the ability to
close a round. When it comes
down to the last few holes,
it's about mentally holding
it together."
Howell and Chase said
that the tea~'s new indoor
facility in the GAC has
drastically improved their
g ame, especially after the
long holiday break.
"Our putting was dramatically improved,"Howell said.
"While the course conditions
we'ren't great ...I could tell a
big difference in putting."
Althoug h Chase said
the team did not p erform
as well as it could have, he
has optimism for the rest of
the season.
"Hopefullywe can continue
to have success this spring like
we did last fall," Chase said.
"I feel our team has a very
good chance to advance past
the conference tournament
in April."
This past Monday and
Tuesday, the Bisons fared
much better at the CrawfordWade Invitational in Potsboro,
Texas at the T anglewood
Golf Resort. Harding shot
a three- round score of 920,
with Chase shooting a thirdround 67 that helped lead
the Bisons to a second-place
finish behind Texas A&MCommerce, which shot 896
for the win.
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Freshman Isaac Taylor leaps over comrade junior Hayden Dorsett and
through opponents from Arkansas State on Saturday, Feb. 19.

by JESS ARDREY
opinions editor

facing a very well-coached
and high- ranking team,"
junior Hayden Dorsett said.
"We were disappointed in
Last Saturday, Harding's losing to them, but the fact
rugby team, the All Blacks, that we were able to go out
had a home game against there, score first and. hold
North Alabama. That is, them to an even score in
the second half proved
they were supposed to.
Due to a referee not that we can hang with the
showing up, the game was best of the teams."
The team i s w orking
canceled. The All Blacks
then decided just to play hard on a few things like
each other for a couple of composure, passing, tackling
games, but it did not turn and conditioning.
The All Blacks are seeing
out as planned.
Junior C aleb C allari the difference hard work is
w ent in for the second making in the new players
g ame. The first time h e and the general morale.
"The new guys have
picked up the ball, Callari
got smashed by a fellow been a real blessing to the
teammate. T he play ended team this year," D orsett
with a fractured pelvis for said. "And we've seen a
Callari and with all of the huge improvement in their
tendons torn in freshman knowledge and ability to
play the game, especially
I saac Taylor's shoulder.
"While unfortunate , in their ability to support
frustrating and debilitat- on e another on and off
ing, it w as a risk I took the field."
Pulling for more viewwhen I ran onto the field,"
ers, fa n s and supp ort ers
C allari said.
D espite the accidents is an oth er problem with
and a lo ss in their fir st which the team struggles.
game of the season against Becau se it is n ot an ofArkansas State University, ficial Harding team, they
the rugby team is pushing sometimes have a difficult
time with this task.
forward.
"W e look fo rward to
"We knew going into
the game that we would be making rugby better known

The new guys
have been a
real blessing
to the team
this year.
And we've
seen a huge
improvement
in their
knowledge and
ability to play
the game.
-Hayden
Dorsett
junior
and m o re supported at
Harding so that it can be
som ething for the school
as a whole to enj oy and
p articipate in cheering us
o n as we aim for victory,"
junior Geoff Box said.
H arding's next rugby
games are Saturday against
Free d - Hard e man at 2
p.m. and Sunday against
University of T ennessee
at Martin, of which the
time has not been released.
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HU Apocalypse wins tournament
by CARLY KESTER

head copy editor

photos courtesy of HEIDI TABOR
(Top) Junior Taren Goins hurls the Frisbee disc
as senior Tyler Samuel races down the field in
the tournament Saturday, Feb. 20. (Bottom) The
Ultimate Frisbee team poses with its trophy.

Harding University's
Ultimate Frisbee team, HU
Apocalypse, won its first
tournament this semester
at the Hendrix Ultimate
Experience on Feb. 19-20.
Not only was the team
undefeated throughout the
entire tournament, but it also
managed to play against 20
mph winds during the final
game.
At HUX, H arding managed to remain undefeated
against University of Central
Arkansas (13-1),Missouri Science and Technology (13-5),
Nebraska (13-6),Washington
University (13-2), Hendrix
(13 -7) and Missouri State
B-team (13-0 and 16-14 in
the finals) .
Senior cutter Tyler Samuel
said the team has an objective
it sets for every tournament,

A lot of these players have only been
playing since last fall; that's the first
time a lot of them were introduced to
the sport ... ana they stepped up in
big games.
-Tyler Samuel
senior
and it reached that objective
at HUX.
"Our goal going into every
tournament is to hold seed
or to do better than what we
are ranked," Samuel said. "For
us to maintain our goal this
tournament, we had to win
[the tournament]."
Junior handler Derek
Cressy said one of the most
difficult obstacles to deal with
was the high winds during
the final game.
"If you were going with
the wind, it wasn't that bad,"
Cressy said. "That was one

of the biggest challenges.
Not necessarily beating the
other team, but not beating
yourself and being able to
play against the wind."
Although the elements
were against them, Cressy
said the team went into the
tournament knowing what
they needed to do to win.
"We'd been told by the
captains that we should win
this one ifwe don't beat ourselves and keep dropping it
or throwing it away," Cressy
said. "If we play smart and
play like we know how, we

should be able to win this
no sweat."
Apocalypse has a lot of
rookies wh0 have either never
played Ultimate Frisbee or
never started playing seriously
until last fall, according to
Samuel. H owever, he said
they showed that they were
able to hold their own against
seasoned teams.
"Our rookies [the other]
weekend really stepped up,"
Samuel said. "I was really
proud of how they did. A
lot of these players have only
been playing since last fall;
that's the first time a lot of
them were introduced to the
sport or have ever played
seriously, and they stepped
up in big games. They've
come a long way since they
started playing."
HU Apocalypse's next
tournament, the Midwest
Throwdown, is this coming
weekend, March 5-6 in St.
Louis, Mo.

Poisoned Oak: Auburn's 'Toomer's Corner' toxified
by LAUREN BUCHER

features editor
D eep-rooted football rivalry has
poisoned Auburn's deep-rooted
tradition. Literally.
Alabama fan Harvey Updyke
Jr., 62, allegedly poisoned Auburn's
two 130-year-old oak trees on
Toomer's Corner with a lethal
dose of herbicide on Jan. 27.
"I was shocked," Harding's
assistant to the president and
Auburn fan Nate Copeland said.
"I couldn't believe a tradition that
had lasted so many years wasn't
going to exist anymore. I remember
the first time I went to Toomer's
Corner after an Auburn win. It's
sad that the Auburn family h as
lost· that."
The two live - oak trees on

thought rolling those trees was,
Toomer's Corner are a landmark,
and the ga thering of Auburn I still have a lot of respect for their program. As I'd never wish for anyone to lose
their beloved tradition."
fans there after a win to "roll the obnoxious as I may have thought rolling those
According to the university's
corner" - to drape toilet paper
from the tree branches - is a trees was, I'd never wish for anyone to lose
website, A uburn has assembled a
team of the universiry's horticullong-standing tradition.
their beloved tradition.
turalists, chemists, landscapers,
"When I first read the news I
-Timothy Harless engineers and others to attempt
had to read over it several times
to save the trees. Some of the posbecause I couldn't believe it," senior
Alabama fan sible
tactics include replacing the
Matt Flowers said. "I know some
contaminated soil and applying
people who have shrugged off the
intensity of the act of vandalism, called a radio show and said on pressed remorse over the loss of activated charcoal to the roots.
"The truly sad thing about
saying that vandalism is part of the air that he poisoned the trees. the tradition.
the big rivalries, but usually they
"Let's be honest, like any good this is that one man has robbed
The herbicide, Spike 80DF,
are dealing with statues that can or tebuthiuron, is regulated by Crimson Tide fan from Alabama, generations of the long standing
be remade or building walls that stat e agricultural laws and the I hate Auburn," senior Timothy tradition," Flowers said. "That's
can be cleaned, but these are living Environmental Protection Agency. Harless said. "It's just how both what really bothers us; these trees
things and not very easily replaced; The university does not u~e th is sides are raised. With that out of weren't just icons or good luck
they were 130 years old."
type of herbicide, and the trees the way, I still have a lot of respect charms, theywere part of a tradition
On Feb. 16, Auburn officials are not expected to survive.
for their program, and for someone that unitt:Cl fans near and far.Just
reported that the trees had been
Police have charged Updyke to poison Toomer's corner is just watching the celebration unfold
poisoned. Police were made aware with first-degree criminal mischie£ completely without class and out on television made you feel united
of the poisoning because a man
Fans on both sides have ex- ofline. As obnoxious as I may have with thousands of other fans ."

Get pumped for
March Madness
Jeff Morgan

Over the next five weeks,
if you h appen to have your
TV on CBS, you will hear the
anthem for the greatest time
of the year, "March Madness,"
playing like a reminder that
buzzes your BlackBerry. As
common as the,.ESPN jingle,
you will hear the tune over
and over and over and over as
CBS broadcaster Jim N antz
announces to the world about
the "Road to the Final Four."
As a basketball coach and
everyday sports fan, this is by
far the greatest time of the
year for me.
T he next five weeks for
me and several other millions
might as well be an offmonth
when it comes to production
time at the office.
With all the basketball
games that will be on every
day, filling out your brackets,
making your tournament
selections and following all
the action, in most offices
around the country, M arch
truly is a month ofMadness.
This month really is hard
to beat ifyou are a sports fan.
College football should take
some pointers from a true
tournament format where
anything can happen, where
"Cinderella" will win some
games and there will always
be a No. 12 seed to beat a No.
5 seed (for all ofyou who will
fill out your brackets).
For example, in our family
pool one year, as I was reading the names of the teams
so my 4-year-old daughter

:Sierra Rollins

College football
should take
some pointers
from a true
tournament
format where
anything can
happen.
Emma could make her picks,
she chose "Siena University"
because she had a fiiend named
"Siena." Before I could even
ask if that is really who she
wanted to pick, she assured
me that was going to be her
pick to the Final Four. She
made the rest ofus look silly
as Siena made a run to t.lie
Sweet 16.
With all the passion and
energy that surround the
Road to the Final Four, it's
h ard not to love the month
of M arch . Here's hoping
for another run through the
tournament by at least one
Butler, George M ason or
Siena and three others that
always make the atmosphere
electric like Duke, N orth
Carolina, Kansas or an Ohio
State. Sorry Razorback fans,
no "whoo-pig-sooie"this year.
Of course, as a basketball
coach, a member ofthe National
A ssociation of Basketball
Coaches and a member ofthe
NABC Congress, I will be in
Houston for the Final Four.
And ofcourse, it will be all
business, as we have our national
convention, coaches' meetings
and clinics. I know, I know,
tough job, but someone has to
do it! H ere's to the month of
March and production going
way down in offices all across
the country as we travel "The
Road to the Final Four."

· photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Petit Jean
Junior guard Sierra Rollins said she is looking forward to senior year in hopes of clinching
next year's title when Harding's athletic program ent ers the Great American Conference.

by TIFFANY

JONES
web editor
It was her junior year in high
school. Sierra Rollins was fi nally coming off the bench after
tearing her ACL in a previous
game. Little did she know, that
game would change her career
because sitting in the bleachers
was Harding women's basketball
coach Tim Kirby.
"I guess that tearing my AGL
brought me to Harding in a
sense," Rollins said, recalling
that night.
Basketball was one of the
main reasons Rollins decided to
come to Harding, but she said
having some friends who were
also coming to Harding helped
her make the decision.
"A few of my friends decided
to come here as well and they
also are athletes, so we thought

it would be cool to come here
and go to a good school as well."
Rollins said.
Rollins, a junior guard from
Angleton , Texas, began playing basketball when she was
in elementary school.
"I started playing when I was
7, in second grade," Rollins said.
"It was just one of the first sports
that my parents p ut us in, and
I've just loved it ever since."
This season Rollins averaged
14.9 point s and 9.3 rebounds
per game. She was rewarded for
her efforts by being named First
Team All- GSC. Rollins credits
her success on the court to her
"aggressiveness."
"I try to bring energy to the
court, and I think that with my
aggressiveness people tend
to follow," Rollins said. "When
I see Bailey [St. Clair] go and
dive after balls, that makes me
want to play harder. So I think
that when I try to get rebounds

it brings my team along to push
their aggressiveness up as well."
But Rollins is not content with
this season's successes and is
excited at the potential the Lady
Bisons have as a young team.
"Next season, I'm hoping to
clinch that conference win, that
conference championship. That
was one of our goals this year
that we didn't quite accomplish
although we made it to the tournament," Rollins said. "I hope
that w e just continue to get
better at basketball because we
have a really good young team.
That would be really awesome,
my senior year, for us all to be
one unit and c linch the [Great
American Conference] title."
As for the rest of the Lady
Bisons, they "love her," senior
guard Bailey St. Clair said .
"She's a great girl and a good
leader on the court," St. Clair
said . "She encourages us to
play better."
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Falconer tames, trains, releases
by KATIE SWANN
student writer
When it comes to training
pets, most people work with
dogs or cats; junior Nick Parker
works with birds of prey.
Parker engages in falconry,
which is the process ofhunting by means of a bird ofprey,
also called a "trained raptor."
Parker described the process as
the opposite of hunting with
a dog; the hunter stirs up the
game, and the bird acts as the
weapon and catches it.
Parker said he has been
fascinated with flight since
childhood. If it was in the air,
he knew about it.
"I've always loved birds,
and I always knew I wanted
one," Parker said.
Parker first saw a falconer
in action during his junior
year ofhigh school Naturally,
when he had the opportunity
to begin falconry for himself,
he said he was eager to get
started.
To become a fulconer, Parker
had to take a test provided by
Oklahoman authorities, find a
sponsor and have his facilities
for his bird checked out It took
a year and a half for Parker to
earn his apprentice license.
After at least two years
as an apprentice, under the
supervision of a General
Falconer, Parker will be able
to apply for his own General
Falconer license.
"My goal is to be a Master
Falconer," Parker said.
Master Falconer is the third
and most advanced license one

I've always
loved birds, and
I always knew
I wanted one.
My goal is to
be a Master
Falconer.
student

photo courtesy of Nick Parker

Saphira, a female red-tailed hawk, balances
on Nick Parker's forearm after their first time
hunting together.
caught over Christmas break. of the year, Parker said he does
"The one that I really want not get to fly his own bird
to fly is a Paragon Falcon," very often. However, he has
made connections with local
Parker said.
He must apply for his falconer Chris Price. Parker
General Falconer license before said he tries to fly with Price
once or twice each week.
he can fly one.
Parker hopes he can keep
The North American Falconers Association holds an his own bird off campus
annual meet where falconers eventually, but for now, Parker
from all over the world come said he traps and trains a bird
together to share their experi- every Christmas break.
"It's a lot of fun," Parker
ences and love for the sport.
Parker said the NAFA meet said. "You always leave [the
is his "favorite thing to go to." birdsJ a little bit better than
Since he is in school most you found them."

Pied Pipers take talent to children in Okla., Ark.

photo courtesy of CALEB RUMMEL I The Bison

Harding's Pied Pipers perform for children at Central Elementary School in Guthrie, Okla., on Friday,
Feb. 25. The group went on a tour Feb. 24-26 and performed a number of skits.

In, "Unknown," a suspenseful action thriller set
in Berlin, Liam Neeson stars
as Dr. Martin Harris, who
has lost the recollection of
his identity after his taxi
plummets over a bridge
into a river. After a four-day
coma, he discovers no one
has been looking for him,
including his wife, Liz, with
whom he is very much in
love. In his attempt to figure
out who he is, he finds out
that Liz, played by January Jones, is with another
man who claims that he is
Martin Harris, and neither
of them have any idea who
Neeson is.
So begins the quest for
answers that leaves the viewer
guessing until the very end.
Neeson portrays his
typical role, a tough guy on
a violent tirade through a
European city where he is
frequently required to fight
for his life. His honesty and
general confusion are believable and therefore cause the
viewer to wonder if he is
either crazy or wrapped up
in something terrible. Either
way, sympathy emerges as
a completely lost character
flashes across the screen.
Jones does an excellent
job as Liz. She is hauntingly
picture-perfect in a way that
doesn't raise your attention
until the pieces start falling
into place at the end of the
movie.
Diane Kruger plays Gina,
the quirky taxi driver who
saves Dr. Harris after their
watery accident. She serves
as the sidekick in Dr. Harris'
pursuit of truth, and though
her character has the potential
to be very dynamic, Kruger
seems somewhat unwilling
to intensely dedicate herself
to the role.
Throughout the movie,
disturbingly cold villains
purs ue Dr. Harris, apa thetically killing a number
of innocent people who get
in their way. Among the
worst is played by Olivier
Schneider, who serves as
the screenplay writer and
stunt director for the movie
in addition to his bad guy
role. His run-of-the-mill
appearance makes it all the
more alarming when he grabs
a totally uninvolved nurse
and snaps her neck without even flinching, simply
because she is there. His
average clothing and trendy

Neeson
portrays his
typical role,
l
a tough guy "!.I
on a violent
tirade through
a European
city where he
is frequently ·_,I
required to fight 'i
for his life.
,. i'
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(ER-zahts)
synthetic,
artificial, serving
as a substitute, an
imitation
Litter causes two traffic fatalities
every day. Make our roadways
safer - use a car trash bag. Keep
Arkansas clean. Make it SHINE.
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glasses niake him seem'li.kecl
someone who would work,~r;7J
the Apple Store rather than
as a cold-blooded killer. His
very presence is chilling and
inspires covered eyes and a
knotted stomach as soon as
he appears on screen. He is
a very effective character to
say the least.
The directo r, Jaume
Collet-Serra, has directed
three previous films: "The
Orphan ," " House of
Wax, "both of which are
horror movies, and "Goal II:
Living the Dream," which is
a sports movie. "Unknown"
is Collet-Serra's actionthriller debut and is doing
well at the box office. The
film grossed $25,620,000 its
opening ~eekend, according to IMDB.The film is
rated PG-13 for violence,
sequen ces of action and
brief sexual content.
The last scenes of the
movie are spent heaping large
amounts of new information
on the viewer for interpretation. It is overwhelming
to say the least. Nothing is
as it seems in this movie,
and the ending is slightly
crammed.
As things are coming
together and explanations
are being made, it becomes
clear that the ending has
enough information to make
an entirely separate movie.
It is difficult to keep up with
the dumping of information
that occurs. It seems to be
too much in too short of a
time period.
H arding students who
saw this movie probably
discovered they could see
"Taken" on campJJs fo~ .1
less than half the price an '.'
experience a very similar ·
storyline. Nonetheless, "Unknown'' provides moviegoers
with stomach-wrenching
anxiety, a million questions,
intense action scenes and the
complicated characters they
crave in an action thriller.

Ersatz:

The ersatz ice
cream, made
without sugar or
milk, tasted sweet
but did nothing to
curb the dieters'
late-night cravings.
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'Unknown' takes
unexpected twist
by HEIDI TABOR
student writer

-Nick Parker

can apply for and the only
level at which one may fly a
golden eagle, a bird that Parker
described as "incredible."
After he got his license,
Parker said it was time to
catch his first bird. Having
apprentice status limits the
birds one can trap to either
a Red Tailed Hawk or an
American Kestrel.
In late November of2008,
Parker trapped his first bird:
a female red-tailed hawk that
he named Saphira. After only
two weeks of training, she was
able to make her first catch.
Unfortunately, another part
offalconry is preparing one's
bird to return to the wild, or
"hacking," as falconers refer to
it. Although he always misses
his birds, Parker 11aid he is not
too fazed by the process.
"Part ofthe fun offalconry
is just training [the birds],"
he said.
Parker has had three birds
now: Saphira, an American
Kestrel named Aria and an
American Kestrel named
Smert' S Nebes (Russian for
"Death from the sky") that he

Friday, March 4, 20 I I

* Facebook * YouTube * 888-J42-8701

Dear Spring,

Please stop toying with my emotions.
Stay or leave: Pick one.

~OR~'( t'~\\ ~ S,
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Yours truly,
Disillusioned D affodils

Want to submit your own "Yours Truly"? Use the
format above to submit your own complaint, commentary or joke about something that happens in your life!
Send submissions to skyle@harding.edu.
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CONTEST: Win a free Sudoku

book by being the first
person to bring th e c om pleted
puzzle to the Bison off ice
TODAY <Frida y )

With s pr(ng &reak fast appro-aching, mlJ
!to-meuro-rk plies Mgfier titan the sand
dunes at the &each Do- IJO-U !lave anlJ
studlJ Ups to- get me t!tro-ug!t the prespr(ng &reak &iues?
S(ncere11J.
Oro-urning in Bi'o-lcx;n

Dear Drowning,
Don't worry about focusing on your school work.
College is a time for social activities, in case you
haven't noticed. Classes only take up 15 hours a
week, 16 tops, and we have 153 more hours a week
to fill. With what, you might ask. Anything we want.
Our social lives here are more important than
anything else. It's what we're paying for, right? Our
money is going toward giving us the opportunity to
spend time with people our age.
Don't spend time worrying about your classes.
"Higher Education" just indicates that everyone is
older.

!

r

What you need to do to get past your homework is
GET OVER IT! This is college. Just buckle down and
do it. You get to go home in a week. Just do work
for once. That's right, do work, son.

Sincerely,

~

.

Saj:>mit your own question to "Dear DarkRoom" at skyle@harding.edu.
, · ning: Most responses will be humorous and sarcastic. For real advice,
seek your local counselor or best friend. All responses are from the Bison
ph~tography staff and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors.
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